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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Amendment 
1 . This action is responsive to an Amendment filed 5/23/2006. Claims 1-14 are pending. 
Claim 1 is amended. 

Response to Arguments 

1. Applicant's arguments filed 5/23/2006 with respect to claim 1 have been fully considered, 
but they are not persuasive. 

Regarding claim 1, the applicant argues that Maillard et al. fails to teach or suggest a 
system in which a module is adapted to locally generate a unique entitlement code to enable an 
entitlement. The examiner respectfully disagrees. Maillard et al. discloses sending an 
entitlement management message (EMM) to an end user. An EMM message can be dedicated to 
an individual end user by addressing a unique EMM to a unique identifier of the end users 
smartcard (p. 5, paragraphs 113, 114). This meets the limitation "unique entitlement code" as 
currently claimed. Maillard et al also discloses providing operator zones that contain identifiers 
of the groups to which the end user's smartcard belongs and the position of the end user's 
smartcard within that group. This data allows the smartcard to be responsive to an individual 
EMM addressed only to that smartcard within a group (p. 13, paragraph 262). Maillard et al. 
further discloses that each operator zone is associated with one or more operator data objects (p. 
13, paragraphs 265-269). These data objects contain EMM keys used for decrypting the 
encrypted EMMs received by the receiver/decoder (p. 4, paragraph 92 & p. 13, paragraph 275). 
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In pre-book mode, an EMM is passed to the smartcard 3020, so that the session ID 168, the 
session mode 169, the session index 170 and the session view 171 will be written in the PPV 
event description 167 using the EMM (p. 14, paragraph 284). When receiving a program in PPV 
mode, the receiver/decoder 2020 determines whether the program is one sold in PPV mode. If 
so, the decoder 2020 checks, using the items stored in the PPV event description 167, whether 
the session ID for the program is stored therein. If the session ID is stored therein, the control 
word is extracted from the ECM (p. 14, paragraph 282). Thus, since a unique encrypted EMM is 
sent to an individual end user and the EMM is decrypted with locally stored EMM keys in order 
to write the information necessary to retrieve the control word from the ECM, the examiner 
maintains Maillard et al. meets the limitation of a "module adapted to locally generate a unique 
entitlement code to enable said entitlement" as currently claimed. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1-4, 6-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Maillard et 
al. 

Referring to claims 1 and 4, Maillard et al. discloses a system, comprising: 
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an electronic purse card (p. 12, paragraphs 254, 255 & p. 14, paragraph 283)(Figs. 18- 
19); and 

- a module associated with a subscriber, said module comprising a protected local 
storage and a remote communication channel, wherein: 

o said module is adapted to debit an amount to said electronic purse card, said 
amount corresponding to an entitlement of said subscriber to receive and/or 
unscramble a particular content (p. 8, paragraph 181-187 & p. 14, paragraphs 
279, 283); 

o said module is adapted to store transaction data in said protected local storage, 
said transaction data comprising said entitlement and said amount (p. 10, 
paragraph 224 & p. 14, paragraph 288); 

o said module is adapted to protect said transaction data against unauthorized 
access (the examiner notes that the data must be deciphered before being 
added to a callback information storage file 3214 for later processing and 
passing to the SMS 3004)(p. 10, paragraph 224); and 

o said module is adapted to locally generate a unique entitlement code to enable 
said entitlement (p. 5, paragraph 1 14; p. 10, paragraphs 224, 225; p. 12, 
paragraph 256; p. 13, paragraphs 262, 275; & p. 14, paragraphs 282, 283, 288- 
290), and send on demand said transaction data to a content provider via said 
remote communication channel (the examiner notes that the receiver/decoder 
sends the cipher information at a time/date specified in a previously received 
EMM)(p. 10, paragraphs 223-224)(Fig. 20). 
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Referring to claim 2, Maillard et al. discloses a system according to claim 1, wherein said 
electronic purse card comprises prepaid value points on a value register 163 in said protected 
local storage (p. 14, paragraph 279), said amount corresponding to multiple value points 
(tokens), wherein said module is adapted to deduct said multiple value points from said prepaid 
value points, store said debit on said value register (p. 14, paragraph 283), and send said multiple 
points (the number of remaining tokens) to said content provider (p. 10, paragraph 224). 

Referring to claim 3, Maillard et al. discloses a system according to claim 2, wherein said 
electronic purse card is adapted to remain in said module as long as prepaid value points are 
available on said value register (the examiner notes that the smartcard 3020 of Maillard et al. is 
removably inserted into a card reader of conventional design)(p. 2, paragraph 34 & p. 12, 
paragraph 254). 

Referring to claim 6, Maillard et al. discloses a system according to claim 4, wherein said 
conditional access module comprises a smartcard reader (p. 12, paragraph 254). 

Referring to claim 7, Maillard et al. discloses a system according to claim 1, further 
comprising an interface device comprising said module, wherein said interface device connects a 
user terminal and broadcast channel (p. 3-4, paragraph 86). 

Referring to claims 8-10, Maillard et al. discloses a system according to claim 1, wherein 
said module/subscriber card/electronic purchase card comprises a software module adapted to 
merchant security (random numbers are generated in order to diversify transaction output 
signals)(p. 12, paragraph 258). 
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Referring to claim 11, Maillard et al. discloses a system according to claim 1, wherein 
said protected local storage comprises separate address spaces, said separate address spaces 
adapted to access by different contact providers (p. 13, paragraph 261)(Fig. 19). 

Referring to claim 12, Maillard et al. discloses a system according to claim 1, further 
comprising a license certificate, comprising at least one data chosen from: 

a datagram derived from an entitlement management message, said message received 
from said content provider (p. 10, paragraph 221); 

- a certificate of payment derived from said transaction data (p. 14, paragraph 283); 

- a subscriber number (position of subscriber in group)(p. 5, paragraph 1 14); and 

- a unique code, said unique code derived as a function of said datagram and said 
subscriber number (unique EMM)(p. 5, paragraph 114). 

The USPTO considers the applicant's "at least one data chosen from" language to be anticipated 
by any reference containing any of the subsequent corresponding elements. 

Referring to claim 13, Maillard et al. discloses a system according to claim 12, further 
comprising a file comprising said content (p. 5-6, paragraph 120). 

Referring to claim 14, Maillard et al. discloses a system according to claim 13, wherein 
said file further comprises said license certificate (p. 5-6, paragraph 120). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
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having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claim 5 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Maillard et al. in 

view ofMetz et al. 

Referring to claim 5, Maillard et al. discloses a system according to claim 4. Maillard et 
al. does not disclose using a PCMCIA form factor card. Metz et al. discloses a digital 
entertainment terminal (DET) that includes a personal computer memory-card interface adaptor 
(PCMCIA) port 155. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
that the invention was made to modify Maillard et al. to include a PCMCIA port, such as that 
taught by Metz et al. in order to provide a user with a means for connecting a smartcard via a 
standard interface. 



Conclusion 

5. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing 
date of this final action. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Michael Van Handel whose telephone number is 571.272.5968. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday, 8:00am-5 :30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Chris Grant can be reached on 571.272.7294. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



Michael Van Handel 

Examiner 

Art Unit 2623 
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